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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1926.601 

before employees are permitted to 
work under or between them. Bulldozer 
and scraper blades, end-loader buckets, 
dump bodies, and similar equipment, 
shall be either fully lowered or blocked 
when being repaired or when not in 
use. All controls shall be in a neutral 
position, with the motors stopped and 
brakes set, unless work being per-
formed requires otherwise. 

(ii) Whenever the equipment is 
parked, the parking brake shall be set. 
Equipment parked on inclines shall 
have the wheels chocked and the park-
ing brake set. 

(4) The use, care and charging of all 
batteries shall conform to the require-
ments of subpart K of this part. 

(5) All cab glass shall be safety glass, 
or equivalent, that introduces no visi-
ble distortion affecting the safe oper-
ation of any machine covered by this 
subpart. 

(6) All equipment covered by this 
subpart shall comply with the fol-
lowing requirements when working or 
being moved in the vicinity of power 
lines or energized transmitters, except 
where electrical distribution and trans-
mission lines have been deenergized 
and visibly grounded at point of work 
or where insulating barriers, not a part 
of or an attachment to the equipment 
or machinery, have been erected to pre-
vent physical contact with the lines: 

(i) For lines rated 50 kV or below, 
minimum clearance between the lines 
and any part of the crane or load shall 
be 10 feet; 

(ii) For lines rated over 50 kV, min-
imum clearance between the lines and 
any part of the crane or load shall be 10 
feet plus 0.4 inch for each 1 kV over 50 
kV, or twice the length of the line in-
sulator, but never less than 10 feet; 

(iii) In transit with no load and boom 
lowered, the equipment clearance shall 
be a minimum of 4 feet for voltages 
less than 50 kV, and 10 feet for voltages 
over 50 kV, up to and including 345 kV, 
and 16 feet for voltages up to and in-
cluding 750 kV; 

(iv) A person shall be designated to 
observe clearance of the equipment and 
give timely warning for all operations 
where it is difficult for the operator to 
maintain the desired clearance by vis-
ual means; 

(v) Cage-type boom guards, insu-
lating links, or proximity warning de-
vices may be used on cranes, but the 
use of such devices shall not alter the 
requirements of any other regulation 
of this part even if such device is re-
quired by law or regulation; 

(vi) Any overhead wire shall be con-
sidered to be an energized line unless 
and until the person owning such line 
or the electrical utility authorities in-
dicate that it is not an energized line 
and it has been visibly grounded; 

(vii) Prior to work near transmitter 
towers where an electrical charge can 
be induced in the equipment or mate-
rials being handled, the transmitter 
shall be de-energized or tests shall be 
made to determine if electrical charge 
is induced on the crane. The following 
precautions shall be taken when nec-
essary to dissipate induced voltages: 

(A) The equipment shall be provided 
with an electrical ground directly to 
the upper rotating structure sup-
porting the boom; and 

(B) Ground jumper cables shall be at-
tached to materials being handled by 
boom equipment when electrical 
charge is induced while working near 
energized transmitters. Crews shall be 
provided with nonconductive poles hav-
ing large alligator clips or other simi-
lar protection to attach the ground 
cable to the load. 

(C) Combustible and flammable ma-
terials shall be removed from the im-
mediate area prior to operations. 

(7) Rolling railroad cars. Derail and/or 
bumper blocks shall be provided on 
spur railroad tracks where a rolling car 
could contact other cars being worked, 
enter a building, work or traffic area. 

(b) Specific requirements. [Reserved] 

[44 FR 8577, Feb. 9, 1979; 44 FR 20940, Apr. 6, 
1979, as amended at 58 FR 35183, June 30, 1993; 
75 FR 48134, Aug. 9, 2010] 

§ 1926.601 Motor vehicles. 
(a) Coverage. Motor vehicles as cov-

ered by this part are those vehicles 
that operate within an off-highway job-
site, not open to public traffic. The re-
quirements of this section do not apply 
to equipment for which rules are pre-
scribed in § 1926.602. 

(b) General requirements. (1) All vehi-
cles shall have a service brake system, 
an emergency brake system, and a 
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parking brake system. These systems 
may use common components, and 
shall be maintained in operable condi-
tion. 

(2)(i) Whenever visibility conditions 
warrant additional light, all vehicles, 
or combinations of vehicles, in use 
shall be equipped with at least two 
headlights and two taillights in oper-
able condition. 

(ii) All vehicles, or combination of 
vehicles, shall have brake lights in op-
erable condition regardless of light 
conditions. 

(3) All vehicles shall be equipped with 
an adequate audible warning device at 
the operator’s station and in an oper-
able condition. 

(4) No employer shall use any motor 
vehicle equipment having an ob-
structed view to the rear unless: 

(i) The vehicle has a reverse signal 
alarm audible above the surrounding 
noise level or: 

(ii) The vehicle is backed up only 
when an observer signals that it is safe 
to do so. 

(5) All vehicles with cabs shall be 
equipped with windshields and powered 
wipers. Cracked and broken glass shall 
be replaced. Vehicles operating in 
areas or under conditions that cause 
fogging or frosting of the windshields 
shall be equipped with operable 
defogging or defrosting devices. 

(6) All haulage vehicles, whose pay 
load is loaded by means of cranes, 
power shovels, loaders, or similar 
equipment, shall have a cab shield and/ 
or canopy adequate to protect the oper-
ator from shifting or falling materials. 

(7) Tools and material shall be se-
cured to prevent movement when 
transported in the same compartment 
with employees. 

(8) Vehicles used to transport em-
ployees shall have seats firmly secured 
and adequate for the number of em-
ployees to be carried. 

(9) Seat belts and anchorages meet-
ing the requirements of 49 CFR part 571 
(Department of Transportation, Fed-
eral Motor Vehicle Safety Standards) 
shall be installed in all motor vehicles. 

(10) Trucks with dump bodies shall be 
equipped with positive means of sup-
port, permanently attached, and capa-
ble of being locked in position to pre-
vent accidental lowering of the body 

while maintenance or inspection work 
is being done. 

(11) Operating levers controlling 
hoisting or dumping devices on haulage 
bodies shall be equipped with a latch or 
other device which will prevent acci-
dental starting or tripping of the mech-
anism. 

(12) Trip handles for tailgates of 
dump trucks shall be so arranged that, 
in dumping, the operator will be in the 
clear. 

(13) (i) All rubber-tired motor vehicle 
equipment manufactured on or after 
May 1, 1972, shall be equipped with 
fenders. All rubber-tired motor vehicle 
equipment manufactured before May 1, 
1972, shall be equipped with fenders not 
later than May 1, 1973. 

(ii) Mud flaps may be used in lieu of 
fenders whenever motor vehicle equip-
ment is not designed for fenders. 

(14) All vehicles in use shall be 
checked at the beginning of each shift 
to assure that the following parts, 
equipment, and accessories are in safe 
operating condition and free of appar-
ent damage that could cause failure 
while in use: service brakes, including 
trailer brake connections; parking sys-
tem (hand brake); emergency stopping 
system (brakes); tires; horn; steering 
mechanism; coupling devices; seat 
belts; operating controls; and safety 
devices. All defects shall be corrected 
before the vehicle is placed in service. 
These requirements also apply to 
equipment such as lights, reflectors, 
windshield wipers, defrosters, fire ex-
tinguishers, etc., where such equip-
ment is necessary. 

§ 1926.602 Material handling equip-
ment. 

(a) Earthmoving equipment; General. (1) 
These rules apply to the following 
types of earthmoving equipment: 
scrapers, loaders, crawler or wheel 
tractors, bulldozers, off-highway 
trucks, graders, agricultural and indus-
trial tractors, and similar equipment. 
The promulgation of specific rules for 
compactors and rubber-tired ‘‘skid- 
steer’’ equipment is reserved pending 
consideration of standards currently 
being developed. 

(2) Seat belts. (i) Seat belts shall be 
provided on all equipment covered by 
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